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May 2004 


EDITOR'S LETTER 


his is my last issue here at Dig. At the end of this m } 
on to the so- called real world: Right DOM, burnt out and 


down to useless nubs, squirming through endless, excru 
working for Dig is one of the things | will truly miss. 

When | joined the staff as an associate editor, the magazir 
as University Magazine, was interesting to say the least. Th 
magazine was actually a Seventeen-style quiz, which fit righ 
at the time. The following semester the content improved considerably, and | was 
promoted to managing editor. We began to include more in-depth articles, tackling gay 
marriage, AIDS and tobacco companies all in one- semester—a | 
we may have lost a few people somewhere along the wa’ 

In spring of 2003, | was appointed as editor-in-chief, and 
prepared with an arsenal of ideas about how to improve t 


then generically known 
t “article” | wrote for the 


and readership. It was harder than | expected, but | felt like. it finally. started to c come 


~~, together in April 2003’s music issue; which featured an editorial written specifically for 
the University Magazine by NOFX frontman, Fat Mike. From. this: article sprang a 


~ewepléthora of cool things: credibility for the magazine, advance CD releases and press 


passes from Fat Wreck Chords, and the phrase “throwing truth poop,” which is quite 
possibly the funniest phrase ever coined. __ 
Before the fall 2003 semester started, the new’magazine staff and 1 officially 
changed the name to Dig. We were tired of spending 20 hours a week working in the 
basement that is the journalism department only-to have people say, “Our school has 
a magazine?” We wanted to give the mag more of a presence, and basically, we wanted 
it to be something we would pick up, even if we hadn't created it ourselves. And, if | may 
say So myself, it has gained a bit of an edge over the past two semesters, thanks to the 
_ incredibly talented, enthusiastic people who forsake sleep, daylight and all social 
interaction to put the magazine together each month. 
The buck doesn’t stop here. The rest of the Dig staff is coming back for more abuse 
next year, with this semester's managing editor Julie Guevara (who, by the way, was 
acting editor in chief for this issue) as their fearless leader — so stay tuned. 


Mandy Wrighi, editor in chief 
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ai a May 2004 + Volume 35, Number 8 « www.csulb.edu/~univmag/ 


n with the mag’s image 


EDITOR IN CHIEF 

Mandy Wright 
editor@digmag.net 
EDITOR IN TRAINING 
Julie Guevara 
mngeditor@digmag.net 
ART DIRECTOR 

Tim Hawkins 
artdir@digmag.net 
ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR 
Mike Clegern 

SENIOR EDITOR 

Paul DeCarlo 
assoced@digmag.net 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Scott Boardman 
Jennifer Diatalevi 
ADVERTISING/BUSINESS MANAGER 
Beverly Munson 
BUSINESS STAFF 
Marcela Juarez 

Esther Song 
PRODUCTION DIRECTOR 
J.M. Eggleston 
ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Kari Schneider 
WEBMASTER 

Lego Hartanto 
hartantolp@yahoo.com 
CIRCULATION STAFF 
Carlo Dayrit 

Justin Smith 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Sheena Apilado 

Scott Boardman 
Daniel Calderon 
Andrew Conway 

Paul DeCarlo 

Nick Genisauski 

Julie Guevara 

Natalie Murry 

COVER PHOTO ILLUSTRATION 
Mike Clegern 


Dig magazine is a publication of 


Forty-Niner Publications. Signed letters 
or email are welcome and must include 


the author's phone number. 
© Forty-Niner Publications 2004 


www.csulb.edu/~univmag/ 


Editorial 

1250 Bellflower Blvd. SSPA 030 
Long Beach, CA 90840-4601 
562-985-7984 ° fax: 562-985-5053 
digmag_csulb@yahoo.com 


Business/Advertising 

1250 Bellflower Blvd. SSPA 010B 
Long Beach, CA 90840-4601 
562-985-8001 ¢ fax: 562-985-1740 


CONTENTS: May 2004 


$y 3 7A 
ye Lt Py 
ey Se 


® 


_ Features ff Departments 


4 Pride and 9 


perseverance 
Rainbows, rallies and riots, 


oh my! Historical insight 8 Calendar 
on the way gay 
pride began. 


By Scott Boardman 


6 Keeping it at Reviews on CDs, books 
the beach and more. 
Staying in Long Beach 
never sounded so good. 1 5 4 
By Natalie Murry Dig prospects 


. Every student has astory. 
10 Back to reality Each month, they get to 


tell it here. 


Editor’s letter 


4 Can you dig it? 


The quest of a soldier 
who trades bullets for 
books. 

By Nick Genisauski 


13 Hockey, 
anyone? 
Trying to organize 
a roller hockey 
team is no 
small feat. 

By Andrew Conway 


dig magazine dig magazine dig magazine dig magazine dig magazine may 2004 3 


By Scott Boardman 


oon after the the final car for the Long Beach Toyota 
Grand Prix crosses the finish line, the city has less than 
a month to gear up for its second largest event. This festival 
is entirely different from the Grand Prix: there will be beer, 
music and thousands of people. However, instead of the 
checkered flag, the streets will be paraded with rainbow flags 
and the drag races will be replaced by drag queens. 
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Beach on May 24 and 25, bringing over 125,000 people 
together to celebrate diversity. Enormous tents and stages 
are erected throughout the festival featuring hip-hop, house, 
country, gospel and the always popular Fiesta Caliente tent. 
Last year, Chaka Khan performed, and this year Patti LaBelle 
will kick off pride weekend on Friday evening with a concert. 
Radio stations broadcast live and there are booths featuring 
art exhibits, informative material, tattoo and piercing artists, 
and clothing vendors. Beer and margaritas are served all day 
long and there are well over 20 vendors selling different ethnic 
foods. Finally, on Sunday morning the infamous yet outrageous 
parade closes the weekend with more bands, floats and celeb- 
rities. Artists from all over the world come to perform at the 
various gay and lesbian pride festivals, or “prides.”0 
“Having gay pride year after year is a way of being a visible 
part of the community for me,” says Theary Chen, former Long 
Beach resident and volunteer for the Heritage of Pride festivi- 
ties in New York. “[Pride] is a way to show the country and the 


Te 21st Annual Pride Celebration comes back to Long 


No one is quite sure who initially started the riots, but the 
death of ledgendary actress, singer and gay icon Judy Garland 
stirred emotions. In the early hours of June 28, less than 24 
hours after Garland was laid to rest, nine policemen dressed in 
plain clothes entered the bar with a warrant. Bartenders were 
arrested for selling liquor without a license, and although 
patrons were allowed to leave the building one by one and wait 
outside for friends, tempers flared. 

Like the game of Clue, the instigator could have been 
anyone: the bartender, the flamboyant drag queens, the butch 
lesbian or the hordes of angry people fed up with the raids. 

Inside the bar, both police and patrons were name-calling and 
shoving. Outside the crowd of nearly 400 people began throwing 
coins, bottles, garbage, bricks and attempting to set the bar on 
fire with the police still inside. Panicked by the mob of people, the 
police retreated into the bar, locking themselves inside. 

“Inside we hear the shattering of windows, followed by what 
we imagine to be bricks pounding on the door,” reported 
Howard Smith of the Village Voice in July 1969. “The floor 


66 Havin gay pride year after year is a way of being a visible part 
g g 
of the community for me. [Pride] is a way to show the country and 
the world that we are here and there is cohesion in our community. 9J 


world that we are here and there is cohesion in our community.” 

Although the yearly traditions are known, the history of it all 
is not. Many questions often surface when talking about queer 
history. Why are prides so important? Why are they held in the 
summer time? What is the significance of Christopher Street? 
What were the Stonewall Riots? 

It all started in the lower westside of Manhattan, N.Y., during 
the summer of 1969. The Stonewall Inn, located in Greenwich 
Village, was known in the 1950s as restaurant and straight dance 
club, but during the ‘60s the Inn gained the reputation for being 
a gay bar. At the time, the New York State Liquor Authority had 
only recently retracted threats to revoke any liquor license if three 
or more homosexuals congregated inside a bar. 

In 1966, Stonewall was taken over by three men who worked 
for the Mafia. In fact, most gay bars around this time were run 
by the Mafia. A large part of the gay community wanted their 
establishments to be gay-owned and operated, but because of 
the mob’s money and attraction to controversial illegal activity, 
they played a heavy role in the survival of gay clubs. 

As more and more homosexuals made what would become 
the most infamous bar on Christopher Street their hangout, it 
gained a notoriously negative rap. The police were not fond of 
the drag queens, hippies and transsexuals who frequented the 
bar. Many clubs that were known to cater to minorities became 
targets for the police during the summer of 1969. Gay clubs and 
after-hours throughout the city were often shut down. When the 
raid of Stonewall occurred, anger, frustration and resentment 
toward the city police came to a boiling point. 

The Inn was no stranger to monthly raids by the police. 
However, weekly pay-offs limited the raids to just a basic walk- 
through. Historians report that those usually arrested were the 
patrons without identification who were dressed in opposite-sex 
clothing. The raid that occurred the morning of June 28, however, 
was not like the previous organized raids that came with warning. 
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shudders at each blow.” 

After the 45 minutes of chaos, 13 people were arrested and 
four policemen were injured. Many, surprisingly, attribute 
Garland’s death as a contribution to the frustration and sadness. 

“It was not advertised enough, and wasn’t written about 
enough at the time,” says Willa Heart, business manager of the 
Long Beach Lesbian & Gay Pride Inc. 

Heart describes the coverage of the riots as just “blurbs,” or 
“look at the queers,” and was not taken seriously like it should 
have been. 

The next day there was another riot in the village when a 
crowd of more than 500 people gathered at the Stonewall Inn 
again to protest the events of the previous night. There were 
small fires and bottles were thrown, but the bulk of the riot was 
centered around chants declaring “Gay is good,” and “Legalize 
gay bars.” This incident lasted for more than two hours. However, 
it is described as more of a light-hearted rally than a riot, filled 
with funny chants and male chorus lines doing can-can routines. 

Heart thinks that the Stonewall riots were a coincidental 
event that occurred because the drag queens and gay commu- 
nity stood up, showed courage and made people realize that 
they “ought to be treated fairly.” 

These events gave birth to the gay districts all across the 
United States, like Manhattan’s Greenwich Village and the 
Chelesea neighborhoods, Santa Monica Boulevard in West 
Hollywood and the Broadway Avenue corridor in Long Beach. 
The riots also started the annual tradition of having gay pride 
festivals every summer throughout the world to honor and 
celebrate our past and future. And while it is not common 
knowledge that the Stonewall riots occurred, gay prides do 
prove that unity through diversity is still of great significance. 

“| think prides are so successful because it is difficult to be 
queer,” Chan says. “But to know that there are others and to be able 
to build a community and to network is a very important thing.” 
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Keepiig it at 
tie Beac Beach 


a 
By Natalie Murry 
lilustration by Tim Hawkins 


Interested in marine life? | 
Enjoy breakfast at the 
Aquarium of the Pacific with 
aquatic experts before the 
museum opens to the public. 
You can learn about the | 
differences between whale 
types and discover “weird, 
wild, wonderful fish” from 
the Pacific Ocean. For more 
information, log on to http:// 
_ www.aquariumofpacific.org — 
for dates and reservations. 


ake a deep breath. Exhale...and 

relax. Grab the chalk and put 

another mark on the board for 
another completed semester. Not 
going anywhere over vacation? If a 
Long Beach summer suits your fancy, 
check out these novel tips for 
alleviating boredom. 


At the Queen Mary, there are tons of 
events planned for the summer, On June 
25 through 27, the ship is throwing their 
18th annual Long Beach Bayou Festival 
at the Queen Mary Events Park. Proceeds 
will go to help a non-profit organization 
for low-income families in Long Beach 
and other communities. 
This Louisiana-themed event is 
packed with live music from Walton 
i Mouton and the Scott Playboys and Brian 
Jack and The Zydeco Gamblers. Many 
more will featured throughout the week- 
end. Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at 
the door for general admissions; students 
are $18. 


I g 


For a mini-vacation, take a helicopter 
ride from Long Beach to Catalina Island. 
The 15-minute flight gives you a differ- 
ent perspective than the traditional 
ferry ride. Once you are there, check 
out the Chi Chi Club, which features a 
live DJ mixing top 40, hip-hop, R&B and 
much more. During the day, snorkel 
with the fish at Lover’s Cove while a 
qualified instructor takes you on a 
guided tour. Go to http:// 
www.catalina.com for more activities. 
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L.B. Art Museum 


CALENDAR May 2004 


Mon 05/03 
7:30 PM The Blender @ Chain Reaction 
7:30 PM Morbid Angel @ HOB Anaheim 
9:00 PM Metal Skool @ Roxy Theatre 


Tue 05/04 

6:30 PM Damageplan/Hatebreed @ Hollywood 
Palladium 

7:00 PM Maldita Vecindad @ House of Blues 
Sunset Strip 

7:30 PM Bullet Train To Vegas @ Chain Reaction 

7:30 PM John Oates @ Roxy Theatre 

7:30 PM Los Lonely Boys @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Dark Star Ochestra @ Coach House 

8:00 PM Him @ Whisky 

8:00 PM Inspector @ El Rey Theatre 

8:00 PM Sugarcult @ HOB Anaheim 

Wed 05/05 

7:00 PM Lalah Hathaway & Rashaan Patterson @ 
HOB Sunset Strip 

7:30 PM Moneen@ Chain Reaction 

8:00 PM Danger Mouse & Jemini 
@ Henry Fonda Theatre 

8:00 PM Him @ Roxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Los Lobos @ Avalon Hollywood 

8:00 PM Manic Hispanic @ Galaxy Theatre 

9:30 PM Maldita Vecindad @ HOB Anaheim 

Thu 05/06 


_ @El Rey Theatre 
8:00 PM Dennis Quaid & the Sharks @ Coach Hou 


7:00 PM Concrete Blonde @ HOB Anaheim 
7:00 PM Him @ Glass House 
7:00 PM Sugar Ray @ HOB Sunset Strip 
7:30 PM The Blender @ Chain Reaction 
7:30 PM Gwar @ Whisky 
8:00 PM Inspector @ JC Fandango 
8:00 PM The Mars Volta @ The Wiltern LG 
8:00 PM Snow Patrol @ Troubadour 
8:00 PM Sugarland @ Coach House 
7:00 PM Andrew WK @ El Rey Theatre 
Fri 05/07 
7:30 PM Dizzy Gillespie Alumni All Stars 
@ Founders Hall 
7:30 PM La Banda Skalavera @ Chain Reaction 
7:30 PM Shaunteclair @ Showcase Theatre 
8:00 PM John Hammond @ Coach House 
8:00 PM Pat McGee Band and Michael Tolcher 
@ Roxy Theatre 
8:00 PM Roger Clyne & Peacemakers 
@ Galaxy Theatre 
8:00PMLaserium-Beatles Show @ Cal State Northridge’ 
9:00 PM The Fab Four @ Canyon Dinner Theate' 
9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Cal 
State Northridge 
9:30 PM Dizzy Gillespie Alumni All Stars @ 
Founders Hall 
Sat 05/08 
5:00 PM Mayfest 2004: Cky, the Used 
@ University of Redlands/Greek Amphitheatre 
5:30 PM The Beautiful Mistake @ Troubadour 
6:30 PM Grupo Aventura Banda Blanca 
@ Hollywood Palladium 
7:00 PM Angry Samoans @ Showcase Theatre 
7:30 PM Dizzy Gillespie Alumni All Stars 
@ Founders Hall 
7:30 PM Mind Driver @ Chain Reaction 
7:30 PM My Morning Jacket @ Avalon Hollywood) 


at 05/08 (cont.) 
8:00 PM An Evening with Einsturzende Neubate 


8:00 PM Taj Mahal @ HOB Sunset Strip 

8:00 PM Wild Child @ The Grove of Anaheim 

8:00 PMLaserium-Beatles Show @ Cal State Northri 

8:15 PM Mary J. Blige @ Universal Amphitheatr 

9:00 PM Air Supply @ Canyon Dinner Theater 

9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Cal 
State Northridge 

9:30 PM Dizzy Gillespie Alumni All Stars @ 
FoundersHall = 

10:00 PM Laserium-Led Zeppelin @ Cal State 
Northridge . 

Sun 05/09 


7:00 PM Exodus @ Galaxy Theatre 

8:00 PM An Evening with Fab Four @ The Grov 
of Anaheim 

8:00 PM Taj Mahal @ HOB Anaheim 


Mon 05/10 
7:00 PM Led Zepagain @ HOB Anaheim 
7:30 PM The Blender @ Chain Reaction 
9:00 PM Metal Skool @ Roxy Theatre 


Tue 05/11 
7:00 PM A Static Lullaby @ El Rey Theatre 
7:00 PM Lostprophets @ Glass House 

7:15 PM Slipknot @ Universal Amphitheatre 
7:30 PM The Division of Laura Lee @ Chain Reactio' 
8:00 PM Bryan Adams @ The Wiltern LG 
8:00 PM The Fall @ Galaxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Mooney Suzuki @ Roxy Theatre 
8:00 PM New Model Army @ Coach House 
Wed 05/12 


7:00 PM J-Kwon @ HOB Anaheim 
7:00 PM Pennywise @ Gotham 

7:30 PM The Casket Lottery @ Chain Reaction 
8:00 PM Division of Laura Lee @ Troubadour 
Thu 05/13 


6:30 PM Boys Night Out @ Troubadour 
7:00 PM Matchbook Romance @ Glass House 
7:30 PM Kataklysm @ Showcase Theatre 
8:00 PM Grant Lee Phillips @ Coach House 
8:00 PM Great Big Sea @ HOB Sunset Strip 
8:00 PM RKL/Narcoleptic Youth/D.|. @ Galaxy Thea’ 
Fri 05/14 


6:30 PM Lostprophets @ HOB Sunset Strip 
7:00 PM Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 
@ HOB Anaheim 
7:30 PM 25 Ta Life @ Showcase Theatre 
7:30 PM Boys Night Out @ Chain Reaction 
7:30 PM In Flames & Killswitch Engage 
@ The Wiltern LG 
7:30 PM Third Day Live with TobyMac 
@ Greek Theatre 
8:00 PM 1964 the Tribute @ Terrace Theater 
8:00 PM Beulah @ El Rey Theatre 
8:00 PM Great Big Sea @ Coach House 
8:00 PMLaserium-Beatles Show @ CalState 
8:15 PM Thalia @ Universal Amphitheatre 
9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Cal 
State Northridge 
9:30 PM Strutter-a Femme Fatal Cabaret @ Key Clu! 


Sat 05/15 
7:00 PM Kottonmouth Kings @ Gotham 

7:00 PM Sleater-Kinney @ Ventura Theatre 
7:30 PM AM Radio @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Ben Kweller @ HOB Anaheim 

8:00 PM Fountains of Wayne @ The Wiltern LG 
8:00 PM Graham Parker @ Coach House 

8:00 PM Jonathan Butler-Marcus Miller-Rachell 
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at 05/15 (cont.) 

Ferrell @ Terrace Theater 

8:00 PM RX Bandits, Jenoah, Hellogoodbye 
@ Roxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Toulouse Engelhardt @ Galaxy Theatr 

8:00 PM Laserium-Beatles Show @ Cal State 
Northridge 

9:00 PM Dennis Quaid and the Sharks @ Canyo 
Dinner Theater 

9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Cai 
State Northridge 

10:00 PM Greyboy Allstars @ HOB Sunset Stri 

10:00 PM Laserium-Led Zeppelin @ Cal State 
Northridge 

Sun 05/16 

2:30 PM Ahs Music Boosters Finale Concert 
@ Scherr Forum-Thousand Oaks Civic Arts 

3:30 PM Hilary Duff @ HOB Sunset Strip 

6:00 PM Midtown @ Glass House 

7:00 PM Fastball @ Coach House 

7:00 PM Jagjit Singh In Concert @ Terrace Theate' 

7:30 PM Chamber Singers & Opera @ Scherr 
Forum/Thousand Oaks Civic Arts 

7:30 PM Death Angel @ Key Club 

Mon 05/17 

7:00 PM Third Day Live with TobyMac @ Selland Are: 

7:30 PM Angie Stone @ HOB Sunset Strip 

7:30 PM Steel Train @ Chain Reaction 

8:00 PM Jolie Holland @ Troubadour 

9:00 PM Metal Skool @ Roxy Theatre 

Tue 05/18 

6:30 PM Dark Lotus @ HOB Sunset Strip 

7:00 PM Sleater-Kinney @ Glass House 

7:30 PM Iced Earth @ HOB Anaheim 

8:00 PM Donavon Frankenreiter @ Coach Hous: 

8:00 PM Johnny Winter @ Galaxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Train @ Troubadour 

Wed 05/19 

6:30 PM Warped Tour Kick Off Party with Takin 
Back Sunday @ HOB Sunset Strip 

7:00 PM Pennywise @ Canyon Dinner Theater 

7:30 PM Vital Remains-Cattle Decapitation-Watc 
Them Die @ Key Club 

8:00 PM Bob Schneider @ Roxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Christina Aguilera @ Irvine Meadows/ 
Verizon Wireless Amphitheater 

8:00 PM Nelly Furtado @ The Wiltern LG 

8:00 PM Sleater-Kinney @ El Rey Theatre 

8:00 PM Train @ Troubadour 

Thu 05/20 

6:30 PM Iced Earth @ HOB Sunset Strip 

7:00 PM Crematorium @ Whisky 

8:00 PM Sleater-Kinney @ El Rey Theatre 

8:00 PM Train @ Roxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Vital Remains-Glen Benton @ Galaxy 
Theatre 

Fri 05/21 

6:00 PM Patti Labelle By the Ocean @ Marina Gree 

7:00 PM Battle of the Harps @ HOB Anaheim 

7:00 PM Catch You On the Rebound with Brento 
Wood @ Quiet Cannon 

7:00 PM Fear Factory @ Ventura Theatre 

7:00 PM Pax 217 @ Glass House 

7:00 PM Snocore Tour: Trapt, Smile Empty Soul 
Finger Eleven, and Strata @ Avalon Hollywoo 

7:30 PM Throwdown @ Showcase Theatre 

7:45 PM Styx and Peter Frampton @ Universal 
Amphitheatre 

8:00PM D.I.hughley @ Riverside Municipal Auditoriu' 

8:00 PM Donavon Frankenreiter @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Kings X @ Galaxy Theatre 
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ri 05/21 (cont.) - 

8:00 PM Slightly Stoopid @ HOB Sunset Strip 

8:00 PM Train @ Roxy Theatre 

8:00 PMLaserium-Beatles Show @ Cal State Northridg 

9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Ca 
State Northridge 

Sat 05/22 = 

6:00 PM Center Stage Kids/Kids Sing Tribute @ 
Scherr Forum-Thousand Oaks Civic Arts 

6:00 PM Machine Head @ HOB Sunset Strip 

7:00 PM Apo Hiking Society @ Hollywood Palladiu 

7:00 PM Hepcat @ Glass House 

7:00 PM Hot Summer Nights/War & Tierra @ 
Greek Theatre 

7:00 PM Intake/Seven System @ Showcase Theatr 

7:30 PM The Distraction @ Chain Reaction 

7:30 PM The Smugglers @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Alejandro Sanz @ Arrowhead Pond 

8:00 PM The Butchies @ Galaxy Theatre 

8:00 PM DADA @ Coach House 

8:00 PM Laserium-Beatles Show @ CSU Northridg 

9:00 PM Sweet & Tender Hooligans @ Key Clu 

9:00 PM Which One’s Pink @ Canyon Dinner Theate 

9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon 
@ Cal State Northridge 

10:00 PM Laserium-Led Zeppelin @ Cal State 
Northridge 

Sun 05/23 

7:00 PM Arrested Development @ Gilly Theatr 

7:00 PM Evan & Jaron @ Coach House 

7:00 PM Kings X @ HOB Sunset Strip 

7:30 PM Zao @ Chain Reaction 

8:00 PM Cat Power @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Swing ‘n Blues @ Ivar 

Mon 05/24 ——_____ a 

7:30 PM Prince @ Anowiesd Pond of Anaheim 

7:30 PM Scars of Tomorrow @ Showcase Theatre 

8:00 PM Cat Power @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Madonna @ The Forum 

9:00 PM Metal Skool @ Roxy Theatre 

Tue 05/25 ———— 

7:00 PM Zao & Scarlet @ Whisky 

8:00 PM Cardigans @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Dido @ The Wiltern LG 

8:00 PM Madonna @ The Forum 

9:00 PM Jonny Lang @ ‘Canyon Dinner Theater 

Wed 05/26 — 

7:30 PM Plea for Peace Tour @ Troubadour 

7:30 PM Prince @ Staples Center 

8:00 PM Dido @ The Wiltern LG 

8:00 PM Ucr Jazz & Wind Ensemble @ U.C. 
Riverside Fine Arts 

Thu 05/27 none 

7:30 PM Mad Clothing Tour-Stretch Armstrong 
@ Chain Reaction 

7:30 PM Plea for Peace Tour @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM Acoustic Alchemy @ Coach House 

8:00 PM Human Drama/ Dreaming @ Galaxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Madonna @ The Forum 

8:00 PM Silverstein @ Roxy Theatre 

Er05/238 = 

7:30 PM Mad Clothing Tour-Stretch ianetions 
@ Chain Reaction 

7:30 PM Pepper @ Glass House 

7:30 PM Plea for Peace Tour @ Troubadour 

8:00 PM JJ Cale @ Coach House 

8:00 PM Joe Firstman @ Roxy Theatre 

8:00 PM Prince @ Staples Center 

8:00 PMLaserium-Beatles Show @ Cal State Northridg 

9:00 PM David Sanborn @ Canyon Dinner Theate' 

9:00 PM Rick Springfield @ HOB Anaheim 
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ri 05/28 (cont.) 
9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Ca 
State Northridge 
10:30 PM The Mutaytor/Dance and Drum Perfor: 
mance @ Key Club 
Sat 05/29 
7:00 PM Plea for Peace-Saul Williams-Cursive 
Glass House 
7:30 PM The Dreaming and Lunarclick @ Whisk 
7:30 PM Gotham Road @ Showcase Theatre 
7:30 PM Lee Oskar and Friends @ Center Theate 
7:30 PM Silverstein @ Chain Reaction 
8:00 PM Freddie Jackson @ Hollywood Park Casin 
8:00 PM Primus @ Irvine Meadows / Verizo 
Wireless Amphitheater 
8:00 PMLaserium-Beatles Show @ Cal State Northri 
9:00 PM Laserium-Dark Side of the Moon @ Ca 
State Northridge 
10:00 PM Laserium-Led Zeppelin @ Cal Stat 
Northridge 
Sun 05/30 
7:00 PM Nodes of Ranvier @ Showcase Theatr: 
7:00 PM Plea for Peace-Saul Williams-Cursive 

@ Glass House 


Venue Info 


Arrowhead Pond of Anaheim 714.704.2500 
2695 E. Katella 
Anaheim, CA 92806 
Centennial Garden 661.852.7300 
1001 Truxtun Ave, 
Bakersfield, CA, 93301 
Chain Reaction 714.635.6067 
1652 W. Lincoln Ave. 
Anaheim, CA 
Coach House 949.496.8930 
33157 Camino Capistrano 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 
El Rey Theater 323.936.4790 
5515 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 
Fais Do-Do 323.954.8080 
5257 W. Adams Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 
Founders Hall 714.556.2787 ext. 6677 
600 Town Center Drive 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Galaxy 714.957.0600/714.957.1133 
3503 S. Harbor Blvd. 
Santa Ana, CA 
Glass House 909.629.0377 
200 W. Second St. 
Pomona, CA 
Henry Fonda Theatre 323.468.1770 
Los Angeles, CA 90001 
House of Blues 714.778.BLUE 
1530 South Disneyland Drive 
Anaheim, CA 
Sunset Strip 323.848.5100 
8430 Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
Hollywood Palladium 323.962.7600 
6215 Sunset Blvd, 
Hollywood, CA 90028 
Irvine Barclay Theatre 949.854.4646 
4242 Campus Drive, 
Irvine, CA, 92715 


dig magazine dig magazine dig magazine may 2004 


un 05/30 (cont.) 
7:30 PM Dave Chappelle @ Canyon Dinner Theate: 
7:30 PM The First Taste Tour: Name Taken 
@ Chain Reaction 
8:00 PM Alex Lora @ JC Fandango 
8:00 PM Eagles @ Save Mart Center 
8:00 PM Rasputina @ Galaxy Theatre 
8:00 PM Sondre Lerche @ Troubadour 
9:30 PM Dave Chappelle @ Canyon Dinner Theate 
11:00 PM Dave Chappelle @ Canyon Dinner Theate 
Mon 05/31 
8:00 PM Alex Lora @ JC Fandango 
8:00 PM Dave Chappelle @ Canyon Dinner Theate 
8:00 PM Sondre Lerche @ Troubadour 
9:00 PM Metal Skool @ Roxy Theatre 


JC Fandango 714.758.1057 
1086 State College, 
Anaheim, CA 92806 

Key Club 310.786.1712 
9039 Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 

Knitting Factory 323.463.0204 
7021 Hollywood Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 

The Palace 323.462.3000 
1735 N. Vine St. 

Hollywood, CA 

Queen Mary 310.515.3322 
1126 Queens Highway 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

Scherr Forum/Thousand Oaks Civic Arts 
805.449.2787 
2100 E. Thousand Oaks Bivd, 
Thousand Oaks, CA, 91362 

Silverlake Lounge/Fold 323.666.2407 
2906 W. Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 

Showcase Theatre 909.276.7770 
683 South Main St 
Corona, CA 92882 

Troubadour 310.276.6168 
9081 Santa Monica Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 

Universal Amphitheatre 818.777.3931 
100 Universal City Plaza, 

Universal City, CA 91608 

Vynyl 323.465.7449 
1650 Schrader Blvd. 

Hollywood, CA 

Whisky 310.652.4202 
8901 Sunset Bivd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 

The Wiltern 213.380.5005 
3790 Wilshire Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90010 
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By Nick Genisauski 
Illustration by Mike Clegern 


Tired of bad parking? Finals got you in a tizzy? Is 
tuition getting unbearable? Try walking a mile in 
Damian Torres’ boots — then whine about how 


much you hate school. 


mankind. The nylon is ripped. The zipper no longer works 

properly, and the CDs are carelesslessly shoved in any- 
where but the plastic sleeves. Damian, a 24-year-old senior majoring 
in English literature at Cal State Fullerton, sits atthe wheel of his 1991 
Nissan Sentra, and is preoccupied with finding a CD. 

“Did you find it?” he anxiously exclaims. Cruising the streets of 
Orange County, the tattered disc is finally located: Rage Against the 
Machine’s first album — you know, the one with that burning monk 
on the cover. Damian snatches up the CD and inserts it into the out- 
dated deck. He rapidly selects a premeditated track; one he’s been 
itching to play since he stepped off the plane. The volume rises and 
a barrage of guitar riffs envelope the vehicle. Just then, Spc. Damian 
Torres pounds the steering wheel and says, “Killin’ in the name of.” 

Damian’s like you and me — he loathes the parking situation at 
his school, he gets little (if any) sleep during midterms, and he doesn’t 
have his outrageous enrollment fees covered by mom and dad. 
However, Damian is unlike many spoiled students in at least one 
respect — he’s been an active member of the Army Reserves for just 
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D amian Torres’ CD case has obviously seen the worst of 
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over six years. 

Although he’s never killed a man (that he knows of), been 
attacked by rocket-propelled grenades or ordered in heavy air 
support, Damian, or “El Toro,” as his fellow troops call him, has been 
to the mine fields of Bosnia in 1998, and this past year, the hostile 
deserts of Iraq. 

“Being a reserve involves a lot of watching the clock,” Damian 
says. “Guarding the barracks, working in the postal quarters and 
cleaning weapons aren’t the most thrilling things to do. But like all 
jobs, someone has to do it.” 

When military action engaged in both Bosnia and Iraq, this 
studious young man was forced to postpone his teaching credential, 
set his books on the shelf and pick up a military-issued M-16 rifle. The 
total time he spent in Bosnia and Iraq culminates to roughly two years 
— a long time for any student to leave his or her studies behind, 
especially when it’s not by choice. Whether he wanted to go or not, 
he swore an oath to the U.S. Army, and has fulfilled his obligations 
by boarding C-17s bound for virulent venues in Europe and the 
Middle East. 
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One year after departing for northern 
Iraq, Damian returns to his reality — his 
hometown of Huntington Beach and the halls 
of CSU Fullerton for what he has dubbed a 
“long overdue final semester.” Making his 
way to the Fullerton campus for a “routine 
academic check-up,” this son of a Vietnam 
Vet candidly comments on the horrendous 
living conditions of the Iraqi citizens — and 
the troops. 

“After a long night of making our security 
rounds on the base, the only thing you can 
think of is a nice shower and taking care of 
business. The only problem was that, on my 
base in particular, there was a shortage of 


in this case, responses would be,” says 
retired Lt. Philip Earle. “Treason is punish- 
able by death.” 

Opposing responses were expected, but 
the responses that seemed the most poi- 
gnant and thought-provoking were the ones 
revealing more sadness than anger. Says 
one soldier on the Web site, “Hearing this 
troop [Damian] speak this way just tears me 
up.” However, Torres, who may have jeop- 
ardized his military career, stands steadfast 
behind his comments. 

“| thought this was a democracy? Be- 
cause I’m in the military, my right of free 
speech is revoked? My service is up; time to 


mini Stonehenges.” 

To Damian, the scenario in Bosnia 
seemed to be less of an embroilment than 
the situation in Iraq has been thus far. The 
notion of a U.S. occupation was not an 
issue heavily debated during this entangle- 
ment. In the years following the United 
States’ involvement in Bosnia and Kosovo, 
the Clinton administration was scrutinized 
by critics who felt that some of the proce- 
dures and tactics the United States exer- 
cised fell short of “peace-keeping”— for 
example, salvos of air raids and enumer- 
able civilian deaths. 

“I was right out of high school,” Damian 


Only a year behind in his academic career, Damian 
steadily climbed closer to graduation while maintaining 
the title of an Army Reserve “weekend warrior.” 


shower water and toilet paper was restricted 
to only two or three plies. That was bullshit.” 

Not only were the plumbing and allotted 
amount of un-quilted plies not up to par for 
Damian, but neither, he says, were the pre- 
dispositions for going to war. 

Here’s where the plot thickens. Recall 
Thanksgiving Day, 2003. While the nation 
celebrated the Pilgrims’ endearing feast, 
Damian and the rest of our doughboys were 
locked down in the barracks of Iraq. Low 
and behold, under tight wraps, the chief 
executive made a special cameo for a bat- 
talion of troops in a hangar at Baghdad 
International Airport. 

Damian, stationed 200 miles north of 
Tikrit, was nowhere near the hysteria, and 
by no means amused by it. So insulted 
was he by Bush’s “questionable attempt 
to boost morale” and “to boost votes,” he 
put down his sword and took to the key- 
board. 

The day after President Bush visited the 
war-weathered troops, a piece written by 
Damian appeared on hitp://www.xtra- 
rant.com, a Web site dedicated to anti-Bush 
discourse and leftist views. In the rant, he 
mocks the president’s visit — specifically, 
the intentions behind the veiled mission. He 
also refers to Bush as “the shepard watch- 
ing his sheep,” and poses the question of 
who really is making a sacrifice: Bush, “tak- 
ing time out of his busy schedule to gain 
some leeway at the polls” or “the troops who 
make the ultimate sacrifice by giving their 
lives”? His rant turns the president’s good 
tidings into nothing more than an abomi- 
nable photo-op. He finally ends the piece 
with a stinging, “even the turkey smelled 
something fishy.” 

“Torres knew what the ramifications, or 


move on.” 

In the end, no charges of treason were 
filed. 

The area in Norwalk where Damian grew 
up isn’t known for producing society’s elite. 
During the ‘80s, Damian’s once community- 
centric neighborhood took a turn for the 
worse due to the overwhelming drug epi- 
demic. The influx of narcotics led to the 
sprouting of gang activity. To keep on the 
straight and narrow, Damian put on his blind- 
ers and focused on school. His parents’ 
divorce in the late ‘80s only added weight to 
his already aching shoulders. Throw a delin- 
quent older brother on top of that and you 
have the recipe for a youth’s demise. 

“1 took refuge in school,” Damian says. “It 
was the only place where | could clear my 
head.” 

Throughout high school, he witnessed 
his peers fade from academia, one after the 
other. When his childhood best friend took a 
nosedive in the game of life, it signaled to 
Damian that he needed to take significant 
measures to avoid the pitfalls his friends 
were succumbing to. 

“It was my junior year in high school and 
things were looking pretty bleak around me,” 
he says. “Home life wasn’t all that great and 
|needed something that might keep things in 
perspective. So, | signed up for the Army 
Reserves. A couple weekends every now 
and then — can’t beat that.” 

In 1998, when Damian found out that he 
would be deployed to war-torn Bosnia, emo- 
tions were running high, but as he says, “ina 
good way.” 

“Bosnia wasn’t exactly a stroll through 
the park. Itwas common to see all the victims 
of landmines; adults and children missing 
limbs, and the graveyards that looked like 
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says. “My knowledge of foreign affairs was 
limited if existent at all. | figured I’d do my job 
and that’s it. Ask as few questions as pos- 
sible, and enjoy a new land.” 

Damian returned from Bosnia a year later 
in 1999, much wiser and intent on picking up 
where he left off. He hit the books harder than 
ever and fell in love with the subject of 
English and the snide poetry of Charles 
Bukowski. 

“When | got back from Bosnia, | met a lot 
of professors who made English much more 
enjoyable,” Damian says. “I’ve always liked 
to read and write, but seeing some of my 
professors in action made me want to be on 
the opposite side of the desk.” 

Only a year behind in his academic ca- 
reer, he steadily climbed closer to graduation 
while maintaining the title of an Army Re- 
serve “weekend warrior.” He was meeting 
girls, reading incessantly, dominating his lit- 
erature classes and becoming more aware 
of how foreign policy could affect his life. 
Then the towers fell. 

“[Sept. 11] was on a Tuesday, and that 
upcoming weekend was drill,” Damian re- 
calls. “When | got there, we were briefed, 
warned about potential attacks on ourselves 
and told to be ready at anytime.” 

From that day on, Damian kept the pos- 
sibility of sudden deploymenton the frontlines 
of his mind. He continued to live his life and 
attend school while the United States waged 
war with al Qaeda in Afghanistan. Osama bin 
Laden was never caught, but according to 
Damian, “America took a turn for the bizarre” 
in late 2002. 

“| was being told and sold the propa- 
ganda — by my president — that Iraq stored 
and was willing to use weapons of mass 
destruction on the U.S.” 
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Like many Americans, Damian felt obli- 
gated to buy into the rhetoric regarding the 
ousting of Saddam Hussein. The United 
Nations met, and actions became louder 
than words. On March 14, 2003, one day 
before Bush addressed the nation, Damian 
got the phone call he had been expecting 
but dreading. 

“My leader told me to report to the base 

on March 20. | was right in the middle of my 
last semester. It was all a waste. | hate to 
sound cliché, but! kissed my chick goodbye, 
told my job I’m out of here and hugged my 
mom. | told them I’d probably see them in 
one year. | can’t believe that was a year 
ago.” 
For hundreds of years, American troops 
have been forced to leave their loved ones 
at home during national and international 
conflict. No separation is more grueling 
than a husband leavng his wife or a boy- 
friend bidding farewell to his girlfriend. Like 
the significant others from wars past, 
Damian’s girlfriend of two and a half years, 
Lisa Quemada, an elementary school 
teacher in Los Alamitos, felt the strain as 
well. 

“I told him to be strong and that we’d get 
through this,” she says. “He brought up the 


question of whether or not our relationship 
could survive his one-year absence. | said 
of course it could. | promised to be there 
when he got back.” 

So strong was their love that Damian 
ended up proposing to her during his tour of 
duty. They are now scheduled to be married 
this July. 

Despite the fact that Damian never saw 
any major combat action or put arogue Iraqi 
citizen in his crosshairs, the year he spentin 
Iraq proved to be testing and, at times, 
perilous. Currently, there is a new wave of 
troops headed to the Middle East to man the 
posts left unattended by those who have 
temporarily or eternally departed. Of the 
fresh faces, there is undoubtedly at least 
one soldier with a story like Damian’s — 
someone who has to put his or her life on 
hold for Uncle Sam, someone who knows 
tyranny has no place in this world, and 
someone who is uncertain if the job he or 
she is doing is genuinely ethical. 

Damian can be characterized by the 
left-leaning, renegade bands he listens to: 
Rage, System of a Down and Radiohead, 
to name a few. However, he can also be 
defined by the six years of service he’s 
sacrificed for his country. 


“| signed up [with the reserves] to get my 
act together and not be another statistic of 
the streets,” Damian says. “I didn’t join the 
military to serve Halliburton or settle per- 
sonal vendettas between Bush and Hussein. 
But, on the other hand, my service pays my 
college tuition.” 

The journey from the car to the admis- 
sions office at CSUF is relatively manage- 
able. Like Cal State Long Beach, Fullerton’s 
campus is adorned with posters and litera- 
ture reflecting the many views of a democ- 
racy. Damian stops in front of a wall lined 
with posters, many of them displaying politi- 
cal messages and anti-war slogans. He 
reads them all and focuses on one in par- 
ticular — a weathered, beige-looking poster 
showing President Bush smiling with a fun- 
nel stuffed in his mouth. Damian shakes his 
head and grins. “I love it,” he says. “Couldn't 
have said it better myself.” 

And as the American death toll rises each 
day in the oasis that some call the Holy Land 
and others call a no-fly zone, Damian finds his 
divinity and peace of mind in the lecture halls of 
CSUF, andonthe shores of Huntington Beach. 
Standing in a stagnant admissions line, he 
turns and utters three words, revealing that 
he’s found his fortune: “Back to reality.” [] 


BE adventuroltd. 


Be adventurous in a place where five exciting 


districts and hundreds of unique experiences come 


together. We invite you to discover all the reasons to 


be yourself in Downtown Long Beach. 


The place to be. And be yourself. 


DOWNTOWN LONG BEACH 


Waterfront | East Village 


| Pine Avenue | Nortb Pine | Weat Gateway 


Learn more: 


ph: 562.436.4259 or visit DowntownLongBeach.org 
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By Andrew Conway 
Illustration 
by Mike Clegern 


State Long Beach 

students when they hear that our 
school has an ice hockey team. So 
nothing less than outright shock is expected 
when, asthe team’s assistant captain, formally 
announced that our school has a roller hockey 
team as well. 

Don't feel like an ignorant and unconcerned member of the 
student body. Until recently, the team was only an idea in the minds 
of a few enthusiastic players. 


|: surprises most Cal 


Developing the team 

Team captain Matt Derham had a vision during fall 2003 and 
began to investigate the necessary steps to become a sanctioned 
school club. His key hurdle was to find 12 players and hope they 
were good enough to compete at the collegiate level. This step was 
much harder than he had anticipated. 

“In a school that has around 30,000 students, you would think 
it would be much easier to find people who want to play roller 
hockey,” Derham says. “I put up flyers everywhere and promoted 
the idea to whoever | thought would listen, but | still could not find 
enough players.” 

| did my best to help Derham. We worked together brainstorm- 
ing ideas for promotion, jerseys, practices and many other con- 
cerns that a start-up organization confronts. 

We spent countless hours exploring and investigating the 
National Collegiate Roller Hockey Association and Western Colle- 
giate Roller Hockey League (WCRHL) in the hopes of gaining 
entrance into both by fall 2004. Finally, Derham came across a 
bulletin promoting the WCRHL’s final tournament of the season. 
The bulletin noted that exhibition teams looking for future entrance 
into the WCHRL were encouraged to participate. Derham immedi- 
ately contacted the WCRHL director, Brennan Edwards, and ex- 
pressed our team’s interest in participating. To our surprise, Edwards 
was just as interested in us. 

“The WCRHL has been on the lookout for a team to come out 
of Long Beach State for the last two years,” Edwards says. “We 
have talked to a few players that were unable to get a team 
together until Matt Derham and company put together a team in 
the last few months.” 

Derham and | worked frantically to organize the team and our 
arrangements for the event, which took place in less than two 
weeks. Most of our correspondence was done via e-mail; ourteam 
would not meet face-to-face for the first time until game day. 


Tournament 
weekend 
Parking lot 20 
was the desig- 
nated meeting 
spot. Each player 
arrived as an indi- 
vidual and left as a 
teammate in one of the 
three vehicles headed to- 
ward the Antelope Valley 
Sports Center in Lancaster, 
about 90 miles north of Long Beach. 
We had one car ride, one pre-game 
meal, and one pre-game talk to get acquainted. 

“Hockey players don’t need much time to get to know each 
other. We go out and simply react most of the time,” says 49er 
forward Jake Biel. 

Gearing up in the locker room prior to our first game against USC, 
|found myself hoping, actually praying, that we had enough talentto play 
competitively at the college level, or at least to avoid embarrassment. 

All my worries were eased five minutes into the first period; we 
had already accumulated a 2-0 lead. We would go onto defeat USC 
10-8. Two hours later we would settle for a 4-4 tie with UC San 
Diego, one of the more established teams in the league. 

The euphoria ended there. We finished our last game of the evening 
around 1 a.m., aching and exhausted, only to return six hours later. 

We brutally lost both Sunday morning games. First was a 12-2 
loss to UC Irvine, then a 10-0 thrashing at the hands of Modesto 
Junior College. But it was expected; UCI and Modesto are two of the 
more talented teams in college roller hockey. Despite the lopsided 
scores, we played quite well. We also began to learn what to expect 
from one another on the rink, an invaluable component of any 
successful team. 


The aftermath 

“?’m very proud of the way our team played,” says Zac Northcraft, 
one of the team’s two goaltenders. “I couldn’t have imagined that we 
would be so cohesive as a unit in such a short time, but everyone 
came together and played as if we had known each other for years.” 

Even league director Edwards had to agree that the first 
tournament was a huge success. 

“A 2-2 record is outstanding considering that the team had never 
skated together before,” he says. “Long Beach State will be a good 
fit into WCRHL’s Division II next season.” 

Derham is currently making sure that we will be a good fit. He 
has nearly accomplished all the steps to become an official school 
club, and is also in the process of securing jerseys and rink time. 

“| just wanted to play some organized hockey at The Beach,” he 
says. “I didn’t expect to find a bunch of talented players. | am very 
anxious to see how our team gets in shape over summer. I think we 
will have a real chance of being a dominating force.” 
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REViEWS: Can you Dig it? 


Film Review: “Kill Bill Vol. 2” 


By Paul DeCarlo 


Fo all the action and cinematic flare dashing 
across the screen in Quentin Tarantino’s first 
installment, “Kill Bill Vol. 2” builds on character 
identity while unfolding a mythic plot, rife with heart- 
ache and determination. 

The elusive Bill (David Carradine) is introduced, 
touting a presence of Western lore and sinister 
motives. Beginning with the wedding that wasn't, 
viewers sense a deep, heart-wrenching tension between the two 
main characters due to superb performances by both Carradine and 
The Bride (Uma Thurman). She runs into a bit of a roadblock early 
on, finding herself on the bad end of a Texas-style burial. But even 
with such a seemingly hopeless fate, the audience comes to 
understand the origins of The Bride’s resolve. 

Tarantino, cutting backward in movie-time as fans have become 
well-acquainted with by now, tells the story of the The Bride’s 
barbaric kung-fu upbringing under the watchful eyes and white locks 
of Pei Mai (Gordon Liu). With curt grunts and a casual beard 
preening toss technique, this quirky master puts the heroine through 
humorous yet hellacious torment. 

The fate of Budd (Michael Madsen), a bouncer at a topless 
cabaret, and Elle Driver (Daryl Hannah), the cycloptic whistler from 
“Vol. 1,” sets the stage for the final showdown that bears the film’s 
title. But Tarantino, true to form and on top of his game, makes sure 
it is anything but predictable. 


CD Review: Sarah Vaughan “This is Jazz Vol. 20” 


By Sheena Apilado 
ee Records high- lights 
classic jazz artists of the past. Often, 
each album consists of an individual artist’s 
compilations. In 1996 they released “This Is 
Jazz Vol. 20.” The album features 16 of 
Sarah Vaughan’s finest songs recorded from 
‘ 1949 to 1987. 

The disc contains empowering songs such as the ironically 
labeled, “I Cried for You,” in which Vaughan sings about an ex 
who is suffering the misery she once did. But the best song by far 
is “The Nearness of You.” In this particular track, her soulful 
voicals over faint piano keys capture the feeling of being enam- 
ored by someone. 

The album leaves listeners feeling relaxed and wanting to hear 
more of Miss Vaughan’s refreshing vocals. It comes as no surprise 
that modern day artists continue to show their appreciation for the 
celebrated jazz artist with renditions of her songs. Norah Jones, for 
example does a moving version of Vaughan’s “The Nearness of 
You” on her Grammy-winning album “Come Away With Me.” 

Nicknamed “Sassy” for her mesmerizing vocals and “The divine 
one” for her multi-octave range by her peers and fans, Vaughan is 
to jazz what Elvis is to rock ‘n’ roll. Jazz critic Leonard Feather 
described her as “the most important singer to emerge from the bop 
era.” In 1982 while in her late 50s, Vaughan won the Grammy for 
Best Jazz Vocalist for her album, “Gershwin Live” and received 
another Grammy in 1989, this time for a lifetime achievement award. 
She died in 1990 at age 66. 


CD Review: Visionaries « “Pangea” 
By Julie Guevara 


Wi so many hip-hop artists out there 
singing about “cruising in the 
Escalade,” “the ice on my neck,” or hard- 
core violence, it is so refreshing to hear 
groups like the Visionaries who send out a 
more positive vibe. LMNO, KeyKool, 2Mex, 
Zen, Dannu and DJ Rhettmatic are the six 
diverse sounds of the Visonaries. This time they’re back with their 
third album, “Pangaea,” working the turntables and integrating a 
unique mix of beats. Producers JROCC, Evidence, Babu, Life 
Rexall, Oh No, Kan Kick, and a guest appearance from the Living 
Legends lend their creative talent to the group to help create 17 
progressive and upbeat tracks. 

Some of the lyrics come across alittle harsh, but they are more 
affirmative than they sound. The album also features a song 
recorded on 9/11 right after the tragic fall of the towers which talks 
about the social problems in the world such as greed, selfishness 
and hate. 

The best thing about the album is the voiceover clips that they 
use to enhance the meaning of some of the tracks. One of them 
includes people saying the title of the song “If You Can’t Say Love,” 
in different languages which serves as the intro. 

These guys are definitely trying to set a more constructive tone 
for the music that’s put out there and plan to leave a lasting 
impression on society. 


Book Review: Northstar : “Pollyanna” 

By Daniel Calderon 
hese country boys straight out of Alabama 
are indebted solely to good ol’ rock ‘n’ roll. 

After a mediocre debut in 2002, Northstar finally 
returns and shines bright with “Pollyanna.” 

The disc opens perfectly with the infectious, 
hard-hitting anthem, “For Members Only,” while 
' the amiable vocals kick in, telling a significant 
other, “You move me like I’ve got new feet/ But don’tleave me like this/ 
because I’m in wonder.” Northstar’s new polished resonance is also 
present in the track “Pollyanna,” which has a redolent radio-friendly 
sound. Other stand-out tracks include the heart-drenched, acoustic 
“Two Zero Two,” and the smooth-and-schizo, two-step, dance-rock 
track, “Between Halos And Horns.” 

The only turn-off about this record is its lack of originality. It’s no 
secret that “Pollyanna” is a solid rock album with obvious punk 
undertones. However, it merely follows the successful formula most 
“Warped Tour bands” are putting out these days (minus the broken- 
glass screaming). Nonetheless, the simple song structures with 
lyrical themes of failing teenage romance are layered with honest 
anguish and raw emotion that makes this album one of the best I’ve 
heard this year. 

This Dixie, four-piece, pop-rock band puts together an energetic 
album full of loud, in-your-face, sweaty guitar chords, smooth vocals 
and catchy lyrics. If you’re a fan of Hot Rod Circuit, The Get Up Kids 
and Taking Back Sunday, then by all means you're going to love this 
CD. Northstar will be playing at Chain Reaction in Anaheim with fellow 
rockers Moneen on May 5. 
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D Every student has a story. Each month, they get to tell it here. 
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By Tim Hawkins 


into a film or a commercial. Even more difficulty is 

added when certain shots call for cameras to film in 
or underwater. That’s when production companies call upon 
the services of Aquavision. 

“There are so many aspects to this company,” says Jon 
Muller, assistant to the founder of Aquavision. Muller has 
been at the marine production company for over a year. 

Muller credits Cal State Long Beach alum Bob Anderson 
for having created the market for the type of work that they 
do. “The difference [between Aquavision and regular pro- 
duction companies] is they aren’t trained like [Anderson],” 
Muller explains. “He’s an ex-harbor patrol and lifeguard. 
He’s been around boats, water, swimming and all that stuff 
for a lot longer than any of these special effects guys and 
stunt teams.” 

Aquavision not only carries the production responsibility 
but the safety aspect as well. They are safety specialists in 
the sense that their team consists of set medics, divers and 
lifeguards who are trained to ensure the well-being of the 
actors or stuntmen involved in the shoot. 

“It’s not all what it seems,” explains Muller. “You put 
explosives on the boat. You don’t actually destroy it because 
then you can’t recover it.” Instead, things are blown up on 
the deck to trick the viewer into thinking that the boat itself 
exploded. Another method used is making things explode 
out of the water, thus adding to the effect. 

“We anchored the boat, put a pulley at the bottom of the 
lake and pulled it down under the water,” Muller says. “It 
sank by itself and to get it back out we had to inflate these 
giant air bags that made it rise up.” 

Aquavision is in the process of shooting a commercial 
for the Olympics, which will air this summer. “It’s exciting 
because you never know what’s gonna come next,” he says. 


N 0 one ever really thinks about all the work that goes 
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By Julie Guevara 


Samantha Sayon 


t is a storybook beginning with a hopeful end. Samantha 

Sayon, along with one of her friends, responded to an 

itty-bitty ad for an urban record label. The% incessantly 
pursued the company for a job by leaving a note on their door 
that read, “Two young motivated college students who have 
high aspirations to be in the music industry stopped by. 
Respond or we will be back.” As they were about to walk 
away, the vice president of Up Above Records opened the 
door, they screamed and the quirky girls got hired as interns 
and now work at the label part-time while going to school. 

“| would always be laying down, staring at the ceiling 
thinking, ‘Gosh, the only thing I’m good at doing is listening 
to music,” reveals Sayon about her passion for the industry. 

She recalls having that aspiration to work in the music 
industry since she was little. Sayon and her best friend 
would pass by Capitol Records, hoping that they would one 
day work there or get involved in the music industry some- 
how. 

Her little note got her right where she needs to be. Up 
Above Records in Long Beach handles the viny! distribution 
for many artists. The label also adheres more to the under- 
ground hip-hop scene. 

“| do a lot of clerical work there, but | also get to meet a 
lot of people,” admits Sayon. “Oh, and! also manage a band, 
too.” 

She is more happy about being in the music mix than 
anything else. Aside from attending Cal State Long Beach, 
being on the university’s program council, and working at Up 
Above, she is in charge of booking venues for hip-hop 
newcomers Sound Proof Crew. The group is made up of an 
eclectic combination of people dedicated to creating a new 
sound far removed from everyday hip-hop. 

“There are opportunities waiting,” Sayon says. “But some- 
times it feels like a dream that’s never gonna happen.” 
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